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Wallables Is Going Green
Wallables Is Introducing Its New Soy-Based Collection & Exciting New Licensed 3D Wall Decor at the 2009 ABC Kids Expo
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LOS ANGELES, Calif. – Hot Buttered Elves, Inc., the designer and manufacturer of the patented Wallables™ 3D sculpted wall décor, announced that it is going green with the introduction of its new soy-based Wallables at the ABC Kids Expo September 13 – 16, 2009, at the Las Vegas Convention Center. 
[image: image5.jpg]



Through a partnership with The Dow Chemical Company (Dow), Wallables has incorporated Dow’s soy-based polyurethane (PU)  into the toys’ proprietary foam formulation.  The formulation is made with RENUVA™ Renewable Resource Technology, a breakthrough process developed by Dow scientists to enable the use of renewable raw materials and deliver distinctive performance attributes in the final application.  As a result, the material used in the new line of Wallables replaces a percentage of petroleum-based ingredients with bio-based, renewable content and offers increased durability.  The toys can withstand more “hugging,” “poking,” and “squeezing” and are sure to please parents who care how their kids’ toys are manufactured. 

Wallables is also supporting the American manufacturing industry by moving its operations to the United States and utilizing soy beans grown in the USA. This switch has environmental benefits as well. By using a renewable raw material such as soy bean oil in the creation of Wallables, Hot Buttered Elves is helping to reduce American’s reliance on foreign oil.  Also, the RENUVA manufacturing process is a greenhouse gas neutral and uses 60% fewer fossil fuels than conventional petroleum-based polyol technology, which helps to reduce the environmental footprint of the Wallables formulation.
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“I was inspired to move in this direction by a television commercial about a soy-based polyurethane material for car seats,” said Wallables founder and president, Dan Garr. Garr immediately saw the potential soy-based foam could have in children’s toys. He reached out to Dow, an expert in polyurethane chemistry, and they agreed to create a formula for Wallables using natural oil-based polyols.

Wallables 3-dimensional sculpted wall décor products virtually pop off the wall and are easy to attach to any smooth surface with an easy on, easy off Velcro® patch, allowing the Wallables™ to be removed and repositioned. Wallables are very safe and have passed both the ASTM and CE toy safety standards for all countries. And because they are made out of a lightweight material which is soft and flexible, Wallables can be positioned above cribs or beds.
In addition, Wallables will be announcing a new licensing partnership at the ABC Kids Expo that will bring well recognized and loved licensed characters to walls like never before.

About Hot Buttered Elves, Inc.
Hot Buttered Elves, Inc. is a toy based prototyping and engineering company based in Southern California. The company began in the film industry, and has more than 17 years of experience in creating special effects and sculpting. As the special effects industry became more dependent on CGI and digital effects Dan transitioned his skills and his company towards prototyping and digital modeling for the robust toy and product invention industry.  President, Dan Garr, started the Wallables™ line after working with an interior design firm to build a better environment for the Tustin Medical Center’ pediatrics floor. The designers wanted to make the atmosphere more child-friendly and Garr took the wall concept to a new level.  The 3D wall sculptures that he created for the hospital were instantly in high demand by interior designers and parents.  Garr then began molding the characters out of polyurethane foam to and the patented soft Wallables™ 3D Wall Décor line was born.   
To learn more about Hot Buttered Elves, Inc. and Wallables™, please visit www.hotbutteredelves.com 
About Dow 

With sales of $58 billion in 2008 and 46,000 employees worldwide, Dow is a diversified chemical company that combines the power of science and technology with the "Human Element” to constantly improve what is essential to human progress. The Company delivers a broad range of products and services to customers in around 160 countries, connecting chemistry and innovation with the principles of sustainability to help provide everything from fresh water, food and pharmaceuticals to paints, packaging and personal care products. On April 1, 2009, Dow acquired Rohm and Haas Company, a global specialty materials company with sales of $10 billion in 2008 and 15,000 employees worldwide. References to “Dow” or the “Company” mean The Dow Chemical Company and its consolidated subsidiaries unless otherwise expressly noted. More information about Dow can be found at www.dow.com.
Wallables™ is a registered trademark of Hot Buttered Elves

™ Trademark of The Dow Chemical Company ("Dow") or an affiliated company of Dow
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